WINDBER BOROUGH  

DEMOLITION REQUIREMENTS
YOU MUST CALL PA ONE CALL AT 811 BEFORE BEGINNING ANY DEMOLITION PROJECT

A. A demolition permit must be obtained from the Borough prior to commencing any demolition at the site.  All contractors shall be licensed by the Borough.
B. Demolition must strictly be confined to the limits of the demolition area.  Methods of demolition must not pose a hazard to adjacent properties or to the public.
1) Explosives may not be used to demolish any unit or structure.
2) A structure may not be set afire.
C. The structure shall be completely demolished.

1) All floors constructed over basements shall be removed.

2) Interior basement partitions and pieces of masonry construction shall be completely removed.

3) All basement, cellar or foundation walls shall be completely removed.

D. Concrete or masonry floors may be cracked and left as part of the backfill if                                                 they are more than eighteen (18) inches below the finished ground surface.

E. All utility lines are to be disconnected.

1) Sewer lines must be cut and plugged at the property line closest to the service line.

2) Branch lines must be sealed with concrete and confirmed by the inspector.

3) All proper notices must be given to the utility companies before demolition begins.

F. All rubbish and debris present on the site at the start of work as well as that resulting from the demolition activities or deposited on the site by others shall be removed and legally disposed of by the contractor who shall keep the project area and public right-of-way reasonably clear at all times.

G. Before starting to backfill, the contractor shall have inspected the empty basement with the inspector.

1) No concrete or masonry materials larger than eight (8) inches in any dimension will be suitable.

2) No combustible material will be used or permitted in the backfilling.

3) Prior to backfilling, any basement or cellar floors which are permitted to remain shall be cracked to insure adequate drainage.

H. The final eighteen (18) inches of fill up to the existing ground level shall be clean dirt that is free of decomposable or organic matter.

I. The site shall be left in a clean and aesthetic condition so as to not create a nuisance, odor or unsightly area.

1) The backfill shall be contoured to the level of the surrounding terrain.

2) Any large difference in elevations created by the demolition shall be graded to a less than 40 percent slope (5:12).

3) The finished ground surface shall be appropriately covered with modified stone or grass.

J. A demolition site that by its location may be accessible by vehicular and / or pedestrian traffic shall be outfitted with a suitable barrier or fence, other than traffic horses or cones, to deter such access.

NOTE:

A permit issued for the demolition of a structure shall be valid for thirty (30) days, during which time the removal of the structure and restoration of the site must be completed.  A fifteen (15) day extension may be granted by Borough Council at 25% of the cost of the original permit.  When the time covered by the original permit and any extension have been exhausted, the contractor may be assessed a $250.00 fine for each day in excess of time allotted by the permits for violation of the Borough Nuisance Ordinance. 

