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The regular meeting of Windber Borough Council was called to order by Windber Borough Council President, Barry Jerley at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

The following Council Members were present:  Mike Bryan, Barry Jerley, Pete LaMonaca, Ron Mash, Sonya Pekala and James Spinos.  James Furmanchik, Borough Manager was present and Attorney Joseph Green was present.  John Holden was absent.

Recognition	Mr. Furmanchik asked everyone if they enjoyed the Christmas lights downtown this year.  
Dan 	Council said yes.  Mr. Furmanchik said we all do and some nights when you drive through
Hiteshew	town it looks like something out of an old movie.  He said the reason this takes place every year and the man behind it all is Dan Hiteshew.  

	Mr. Furmanchik said this has been a discussion over the past several years and sad to say Dan does not get the credit he deserves.  Unfortunately some people do not even know he is the one behind it all.  We are taking steps to make sure people know and appreciate it as much as we do.  

	Mr. Furmanchik said on behalf of this council and Windber Borough he presented Dan Hiteshew with a plaque for his efforts.  He said he hopes that he can display it in his place of business or home with pride and be able to look at it 20 years from now and say yes I did that.  Council gave Mr. Hiteshew a standing ovation.  

Approval	A motion was made by Mr. Mash and seconded by Mrs. Pekala to approve the minutes of 
Minutes	December 13, 2016 meeting.  One absent, Mr. Holden, motion carried.
EAD’S	Vinnie Paczek from EAD’s said the construction is 99% complete.  R&B is to return in the 
Group	spring to address settlement that is occurring in the Stadium Terrace area and make some minor repairs on three (3) viewports.  The Certificate of Substantial Completion was provided to R&B in December.  Retainage will be held for each punch list item in the amount of 1.5 times the items value, until each item is addressed.  

	R&B has completed their as-built survey of the project area.  EADS is now in the process of preparing the record drawings. In addition to the standard paper record drawings digital GIS mapping with as-built information will be completed.  The estimated completion date of paper record drawings is February 2017.

	PennVest Pay Request No. 9. 
a. PennVest Interest Expense – $859.64
b. EADS Construction Admin Services - $412.00
c. EADS PennVest Admin Services - $1,269.77
d. EADS Inspection Services - $406.80.
e. EADS GIS Mapping Services - $496.50

Upon approval from Borough Council, PennVest Pay Request No. 9, in the amount of $3,444.71 will be submitted to PennVest.

Note: $3,444.71 will be contributed from Windber Borough’s Sewer Fund.  Windber has a remaining required contribution amount of $12,517.58, which will be utilized in future pay requests.  

A motion was made by Mr. LaMonaca and seconded by Mr. Mash to approve PennVest Pay Request No. 9 in the amount of $3,444.71.  One absent, Mr. Holden, motion carried.  

Engineering Agreement Amendment No. 2.  Mr. Furmanchik said he reviewed that and believes it is perfectly in order.  The time spent for the extra charges basically spun around the change orders and you have to keep in mind too that there was an extended time period granted to the contractor as well.  

Mr. Paczek asked council for a motion on the amendment.  A motion was made by Mr. Mash and seconded by Mr. LaMonaca to approve the Engineering Agreement Amendment No. 2.  Mr. Holden was absent, motion carried.

2016 CFA Grant Application – Mr. Paczek said they have not heard anything back as of yet on the submittal of the application but expect to hear something in March.

Flood Protection Project.  DEP and the Army Corp of Engineers are requiring that Windber Borough make repairs to some conduits in the levee.  EADS has reviewed video inspection reports completed by DEP and Roto-Rooter.  Roto-Rooter reported a more favorable condition of the levee conduits, and based on their assessment, repairs may not be warranted.  EADS is in agreement with the Roto-Rooter inspection report and is providing a letter stating so to the Borough.  EADS provided a letter stating that EADS agrees with the assessment by Roto-Rooter to Mr. Furmanchik that he can add to his response to the Army Corp and hopefully they will reassess what they are requiring.

Bridge No. 1 (24th Street/Seese Run)/ Bridge No. 2. (22nd Street/Seese Run).  Mr. Paczek said Mr. Furmanchik had asked him whether or not it would be beneficial to have an engineering study done on the bridges before the next bridge inspection and he met with their bridge department today and they advised him that there really is no benefit to that.  Basically all a study will do is give you the same information those inspections reports will give you.  Their recommendation is to is to continue to try and find funding for them.  

Mr. Furmanchik said he originally asked Vinnie about the engineering study hoping it would extend our bridge inspection.  Those bridges are looked at every two years.  The inspection date was last February.  So we have a bit over a year.  He asked Vinnie if the bridge inspectors said whether or not we could have an extension on that.  Mr. Paczek said they are kind of strapped on that time line and cannot change the time line.

Mr. Paczek asked Mr. Furmanchik what he found out about the county taking over those bridges?  Mr. Furmanchik said he found out that is a no.   He said every legislator that he has confronted has not brought anything to the table yet but we are still trying.


Correspondence

1. Minutes from the Windber Municipal Authority’s Meeting of December 6th & 20th, 2016.

2. PA Municipal Code Alliance December Reports.

3. Windber Area Authorities Meeting Minutes of November 9, 2016.

4. Redevelopment Authority Minutes for CDBG Hearing.

5. Invitation from Windber Fire Company’s Annual Banquet February 11, 2017.

Mr. Furmanchik told council to please pay attention to the Fire Company’s Annual Banquet on February 11, 2017.  He told council to let Robin or himself know as soon as possible so we can pass that information onto the Fire Company.

Approval	A motion was made by Mr. Mash and seconded by Mr. LaMonaca to approve payroll for 
Payroll 	December 21, 2016 and January 6, 2017.  One absent, Mr. Holden, motion carried.

Approval 	A motion was made by Mr. Mash and seconded by Mr. Bryan to approve bills for December
Bills 		2016.  One absent, Mr. Holden, motion carried.

Approval	A motion was made by Mrs. Pekala and seconded by Mr. LaMonaca to approve Ordinance
Ordinance	No. 2017-1 Removal and Impounding of Illegally Parked Cars.  Roll call vote: Mrs. Pekala, 
No. 2017-1	yes; Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. Holden, absent; Mr. Jerley, yes; Mr. Mash, yes; and Mr. Spinos, yes.  Motion carried.

Cash Bal.	Mrs. Gates told Council that we finished out the Year 2016 with $50,581.61.  She pointed out 
Treasurer’s	that we received additional income this year from the Real Estate Tax Claim Bureau and the 
Report	Real Estate Transfer Tax.  This was due to the increase in property sales in the borough.

	Mrs. Gates also said that we discussed in the past about transferring money from the General Fund to the Capital Improvement Fund because the Capital Improvement Fund makes the most interest.  She recommended to council to transfer $100,000 over to the Capital Improvement Fund Account.

	A motion was made by Mrs. Pekala and seconded by Mr. Spinos to transfer $100,000 from the General Fund Account to the Capital Improvement Fund Account.  One absent, Mr. Holden, motion carried.
 
Mayor’s 	Mayor Penrod said the Christmas for Kids event went well in December.  He also said that
Report	at next week’s meeting of the Economic Development Committee they will begin selling tickets for their next fundraiser which will be a Cash Bash to be held on April 1st.  

Manager’s 	LITTLE LEAGUE FIELDS - I composed a letter and sent it to Greg Tunstall. I received Report		a phone call from him, shortly afterwards.  He is considering a donation to the Borough.  

Mr. Furmanchik said he send a letter to Mr. Tunstall who then responded through a phone call.  After about a 20 minute conversation Mr. Tunstall asked him what he was looking for. Mr. Furmanchik told him, he was looking for a donation to cover the amount of the borough’s loss.  Mr. Tunstall said he would take it into consideration.  Right after the Christmas holiday, Mr. Furmanchik received an envelope with a check in it for $2,800.  That was his half of the subdivision fee.  Bad news is no donation.  

ROUTE 56 PROJECT - ongoing with no issues

Manager’s	1321 MIDWAY - Demolition is complete.
Report
WINBER AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - We are in need of a recording secretary. If you know of anyone that is interested, please have them contact me.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER - Chief Frear and I met with the school superintendant, regarding additional security at the school district. A retired Pennsylvania State Trooper will become a security guard at the high school and our SRO will be positioned at the elementary school. Classes are slated to resume, at the high school in February 2017. We have been assured that the school district will always keep a Borough police officer within the district. The current memorandum of agreement is effective until December 2017.
	
DAMAGED POLICE VEHICLE - A 2014 Ford Taurus was damaged when a deer ran out in front of it. The accident occurred on Route 219 near the Route 30 exit, on Monday 12/26. The Windber officer, Mark Custer, was transporting a prisoner to Somerset at the time of the incident. The estimate was at $2,300.00 and has been turned over to our insurance carrier.  

The cruiser is at Memorial Highway Chevrolet and they promised us the car would be repaired in an expeditious fashion and will keep us updated on the progress.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-1 - The ordinance regarding removal and impounding of illegally parked cars has been advertised and is ready for council’s approval.

PLAQUE FOR DAN HITESHEW - I have ordered the plaque that will honor Dan, for his service to the community. Arrangements will be made to present the plaque to him at a council meeting in the very near future.

NEW CHAIRS -  Mr. Furmanchik said that Chief Frear has procured some chairs for us to replace the council chamber chairs.  The chairs will be picked up in Pittsburgh next week.  He made an arrangement with Jeff Lively from Jessco that as long as we pay his guy to run down and pick them up and pay for fuel he will run down and with his box van and pick them up.  

Solicitor’s	Attorney Green said he received notice that he has a summary appeal hearing coming up in
Report	Common Pleas Court on February 16th on a property maintenance issue.  He said Mr. Furmanchik told him there will also be a second one coming.  Attorney Green said it is his understanding that the Codes Officer will not be able to attend on that date and he himself has a homicide trial starting the 13th so it will be continued to sometime in March.


Appointment	Mr. Furmanchik said Jason Zablotney from the Windber Municipal Authority gave him a 
To WMA	 letter regarding the appointment of Jeff Heinrich to the Authority and the reappointment of Vickie Hiteshew.  

Esteemed members of council, The Windber Municipal Authority held their 2017 reorganizational meeting Tuesday January 3rd selecting officers Jason Zablotney, Vicki Hiteshew, Scott Malisko, and Jim Spinelli as Chairman, Vice Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary respectively. Our Administrative Assistant will remain the recording secretary for meeting minutes. Ms. Tiffany Stanley will remain our solicitor and we will continue our three year agreement with Kotzan Associates as our auditor. Meetings will remain the first and third Tuesday of every month at 6 PM at the Community Building and are open to the   public.

By unanimous vote of the five members present we accepted a recommendation to a renewed  5 year term for Vicki Hiteshew, set to expire January of  2022.

By unanimous vote of the five members present we accepted the letter of interest from  Mr. Jeff Heinrich, a borough resident, to become a board member of the Municipal Authority and recommend his approval by Borough Council filling a vacant position that will be set to expire January 2020.  Please find his letter of interest attached. Thank you Jason Zablotney, DC, DACNB Chairman, Windber Municipal Authority.

A motion was made by Mrs. Pekala and seconded by Mr. LaMonaca to approve the appointment of Vicki Hiteshew to the Windber Municipal Authority Board.  Five (5) year term expires (01/01/2022).  Roll call vote: Mrs. Pekala, yes; Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. Holden, absent; Mr. Jerley, yes; Mr. Mash, yes; and Mr. Spinos yes.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. LaMonaca and seconded by Mr. Mash to appoint Jeff Heinrich to the Windber Municipal Authority Board. Five (5) year term expires (01-01-2022).  Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Mash, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. Holden, absent, Mr. Jerley, yes; Mrs. Pekala, yes; and Mr. Spinos, yes.  Motion carried.

Appointment	A motion was made by Mr. LaMonaca and seconded by Mr. Spinos to appoint Gwynn 
Zoning 	Gahagen to the Windber Borough Zoning Hearing Board.  Two (2) year term expires 
Hearing 	(12/31/2018).  Roll call vote: Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Spinos, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. 
Board		Holden, absent; Mr. Jerley, yes; Mr. Mash, yes; and Mrs. Pekala yes. Motion carried.

Appointment	A motion was made by Mr. Mash and seconded by Mr. LaMonaca to appoint Keith Vasas 
Planning 	to the Windber Borough Planning Commission Board.  Two (2) year term expires 
Commission 	(12/31/2018).  Roll call vote: Mr. Mash, yes; Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. Holden, absent; Mr. Jerley, yes; Mrs. Pekala yes and Mr. Spinos, yes. Motion carried.

Appointment	A motion was made by Mrs. Pekala and seconded by Mr. Mash to appoint Mike Winas 
UCC	 	to the Uniform Construction Code Appeals Board.  Two (2) year term expires 
Appeals 	(12/31/2018).  Roll call vote: Mrs. Pekala, yes; Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. 
Board		Holden, absent; Mr. Jerley, yes; Mr. Mash, yes; and Mr. Spinos, yes. Motion carried.





Appointment	A motion was made by Mr. Mash and seconded by Mr. LaMonaca to appoint Ed Metka 
Property 	to the Property Codes Appeal Board.  Two (2) year term expires (12/31/2018). Roll call  
Code Appeal	vote: Mr. Mash, yes; Mr. LaMonaca, yes; Mr. Bryan, yes; Mr. Holden, absent; Mr. Jerley, 
Board		yes; Mrs. Pekala yes and Mr. Spinos, yes. Motion carried.

Next 		The next council meeting will be February 14, 2017.
Meeting

Adjourn	Meeting was adjourned by Council President, Barry Jerley, at 7:30 p.m.

		Respectfully Submitted By:



		Robin S. Gates
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